507852

The venerable servant of God James ?lg:red Miller receives the d’igm’ty of

‘Beatorurn.

Frangois P.

or perpetual rememprarce o € martrtrer.
For perpet [ b th tt

"1 put my ﬁ(yae in gocf; 7 will not be afmicf what can man do to me?" (Ps 56\55],

12).

The Venerable Servant of God , a member of the Institute
of the Brothers qf the Christian Schools, known in Latin America as "Hermano
Santiago," gave his ﬁfe in service to the Jaeqﬁfe and Church of guatema[a, which

was mvageJ Ey civil war for 30 years.

He was born on Se}atemﬁer 21, 1944, in the town of Ellis near Stevens Point,
Wisconsin, in the United States of America, the ﬁ’rst qc ﬁve children. His fami[}/
[ived in the countrysidé, and he grew up surrounded Ey traditional religious
values connected to the land and nature. ‘Zlﬁer comy[eting his studies, he Began
attencﬁ’ng Pacelli Cl-[igﬁ School in Stevens Point, run Ey members @C the Institute
cf the Brothers qf the Christian Schools. T1 here, he realized that he was called to
re[igious ﬁﬁ and asked to be accegotec[ into their institute. He took his temporary
VOWS on ﬂugus’r 1, 1963, and took the name Brother Leon William. ?lfrer taEing
his joeqaetuaf vows on ‘June 12, 1969, in Winona, North America, he was sent to
Mcamgua, syecificaﬂ’y to Puerto Cabezas, where the Brothers of the Christian
Schools had been asked to establish a state coffege. He remained there for ﬁ’ve



years and worked active[y in animation: he was Joresic[ent cf the state co(ﬁzge,
catechist in the yam’sﬁ, which he eclutjojoeaf with tools and workers, built rural
schools, and orgcmizecf a local group cf si}oﬁoners. In all these Jarcjects, he tried
to guia&e young yeoyl’e towards a Christian way (f ﬁﬁ. As a result, he made
hostile enemies, and the authorities decided that at the end of 1979, he would
return to the United States qf America. But Latin America was close to his
heart, and upon his return there, he com]a[eted’ a course in ﬁos’pital’ity and
sym’tua[ renewal in New Mexico in 1 980. On January 1, 1981, he was sent to
(juatema[a, where a ﬁ’erce civil war was mging, as well as racial conf[icts between
whites, jo[cmmtion owners, and Indians. The Venerable Servant qf goa[ was
entrusted with the work qf a [arge institution, intended for India, which is the
‘Jmfigenous geronoyofim. This institution took in 150 Eoys from the countrysidé
and mountains, a[[owing them to compfete their studies in art as well as
agricufture and animal ﬁusﬁancﬁy. In November 1982, he had to return to his
country for knee surgery in the city cf Séo Paulo. Given the yofitica[ and social
situation in guatema[a, many yeqa&a tried to dissuade him from returning, but
in ear[y 1982, he returned to gerontcyoo(is. On Teﬁmary 13, while worEing on
the stairs as a simyfe mason to build the wall of this ﬁeachuarters, three
assassins killed him with several blows. It was around four o'clock in the
aﬁemoon, and the Venerable Servant of goc[ died instantfy. ﬂﬁfrecfo Miller, a
brother of the Christian Schools, gave the supreme testimony of faitﬁ and
cﬁam’ty, even to the Jaoint (j' giw’ng his ﬁfe, tﬁrougﬁ his heroic Joastom( work
amony the _poor, esyecia[fy the Guatemalan Indians.

The death qf the Venerable Servant qf God c(ee}a[y moved many peqa[e and he
immedi’ate[y became a true martyr. The diocesan inquisition took y[ace between
Se}otemﬁer 4 and October 10, 2009, in (jerontoyo[is, and on jufy 9, 2020, it was

recogm’zeaf as valid Ey decree @( the Congregation for the Causes @( Saints. Given



the situation, on March 20, 2018, the tﬁeo[ogica[ consultants met in a SJoeciaf
meeting and voted successfuffy. On October 2, 2018, the Cardinal Fathers and
Bisﬁqos, meeting in orcfinary session, juc[geaf the death of the Venerable Servant
(f goJ to be a true maﬁyrdbm, which is wﬁy We ourselves, on the fo([owing
November 7, allowed the Congregation for the Causes qf Saints to issue a decree
on martyrc[om. We also decided that the rite qf Beamfication would take Joface

on December 7, 2019, in (jerontqpoﬁs, guatema[a,

T ocfay, tﬁergfore, Ey order of Ourselves, josqoﬁ Aloisius S.RE. Cardinal
Lacunza Maes’my’udn, O0.4.R.,, CBisﬁoy (f David, reads the Szlyostofic Letters in
which We have included the Venerable Servant of God Jacobus Alfred Miller in
the catafogue of the Blessed:

we

the wishes cf our brother Alvari Leonilli, Cardinal Ramazzini Tmeri, CBisﬁqo (f
(jeron}aofimn, as well as many other Brothers in the Episcopate and many
fai’cﬁfu[ Christians, with the advice of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints,
By Our a}oostoﬁ’c autﬁom’ty We permit to be a Venerable Servant of God JAMES
ALFREDUS MILLER, yrqfessecf re[igious cf the Institute of the Brothers (f
the Christian Schools, martyr, an excellent educator of young Jaeoy[e and
evangeﬁ’ca[ défencfer (f the _poor and opjoressecf, to be called in _posterity Ey the
name of Blessed and on the thirteenth cfay of fFeEmary, on which he ascended

into heaven

may 66 ce[eﬁmtecf eacﬁ year in tﬁe J?[aCQS cmcf accoroﬁ’ng to tﬁe JO?’OC@C(UTQS

established Ey [aw.
“In the name qf the Father, and of the Son, and qf the ’Hb[y S}aim’t We [cﬁacfare

01“’56(\/65] on matters in WﬁiC ﬁ you 6{-0 not wis ﬁ to taléefurtﬁer action (01" exercise

a veto) against us. Given in Rome, at the Lateran, under the CRing of the



Fisherman, on the seventh c{ay @C the month @C December, in the Vear 2019, the
seventh (f Our Tontificate.”

“The Secremry @( State validates this document with his signature and with the
seal cf the Supreme ’Pontiﬁ[ Leo XT11. Given on the tweﬁfﬁ c[ay cf the month qf
June of the ‘]—[o(y Year 2025.”

“Pietro Card. Parolin Secremry @C State”




